
GEEZERS ON WHEEZERS RIDE THE RED COAT TRAIL – Daily Route Information  
 
Day 3 – Tuesday August 1st, , Day Rides From Assiniboia – Three Options 
 

9:00 AM – Gather for meeting at 121 Steakhouse (open at 6:00 AM for breakfast). 
                    *Note that there are several route options depending on your interests and preferences for gravel  
            or pavement. 
Route Option 1 (Some scenic gravel):  
- Go south on Highway 2  about 17 KM to the turn-off east to St Victor. Go east and then south to St Victor (about 
10 KM - paved). Ride to the Petroglyphs -  about 2 KM south of Saint Victor . 
- Return to Saint Victor then head east on Grid Road 705 (gravel) to Willow Bunch (21 KM).  
- Lunch options in Willow Bunch – Homestyle Family Restaurant and Jolly Giant Pub and Motel. Before or after 
lunch (depending on time), you might want to check out the Willow Bunch Museum featuring the life of the 
Willow Bunch Giant, Edouard Beaupré. 
- Leave Willow Bunch on 3rd St. East and continue east (about 47 KM) on #705. It’s sort of paved for the first few 
KMs and then turns into gravel. The first section is a very scenic route through a badlands valley.  
- At Highway 34 (paved) turn south and go about 15 KM to where the highway descends into the Big Muddy 
Valley. Watch for the distinctive rock-filled wire mesh fence posts on the west side of the road that mark the 
entrance into Castle Butte. 
- Do the 6 KM ride on gravel into Castle Butte for a look and a photo op. Those who want  to see a panoramic 
view of the badlands can also continue a short distance past Castle Butte on the road to where it climbs out of 
the valley.  
- Return to Castle Butte and then back to Highway 34. On Highway 34 ride south about 17 Km to Highway 18. 
- Turn west on Highway 18 and go 1.6 KM to the Big Beaver turn-off to the north. Ride into Big Beaver, and have 
a look around. In the old days it was the northern terminal of the old Outlaw Trail from the U.S. Stop in and check 
out Aust’s General Store and maybe have a soda. Their motto is “If We Don’t Have It, You Don’t Need it.” It’s an 
amazing old time general store. 
- Return to Highway 18 and turn west to Rockglen (about 63 KM), then north on Highway 2 to return to 
Assiniboia (about 54 KM). 
- Supper on your own. Suggestion:  Meet at 121 Steakhouse or other venue agreed to that morning. 
 
Route Option #2 (Paved): 
- Ride East on Highway 13 and then south on Highway 36 to Willow Bunch (42 KM). There you could tour the 
museum etc. and possibly rendezvous for lunch with riders taking Route Option 1. 
- From Willow Bunch continue south on Highway 36 to the junction with Highway 18. At Highway 18, you can: 
(A) Turn west on Highway 18 to ride to Rockglen, then north on Highway 2 to the turn-off for Saint Victor and 
the Petroglyphs on the return to Assiniboia. OR if you want to see Big Beaver and Castle Butte: 
(B) Ride east on Highway 18 to check out Big Beaver (about 40 KM). To go into Big Beaver (have a soda at 
historic Aust’s General Store), watch for the sign on the north side of the highway. From Big Beaver return to 
Highway 18 and go east to Highway 34 (1.5 KM), and then north to the Castle Butte turn-off (about 18 KM).  If 
you want to take the 6 KM ride on gravel into Castle Butte, in the valley bottom watch for the distinctive rock-
filled wire mesh fence posts on the west side of the road that mark the entrance into Castle Butte. 
- If you do go into Castle Butte, you can also continue past the butte to where the road that climbs out of the 
valley for a panoramic view of the badlands.  
- After Castle Butte, return the way you came back to Highway 34 and head north past Bengough (gas and 
services available), to Highway 13. Turn west on Highway 13 to return to Assiniboia. 



Route Option #3 (Paved): 
- Ride east on Highway 13 to junction with Highway 34 (65 KM). 
-Turn south on 34 and ride to Bengough (17 KM). Gas and services available if needed. 
- Continue south on Highway 34 and ride to Castle Butte turn-off (approximately 18 KM from Bengough) for the 
option to do the 6 KM ride west on gravel into Castle Butte. Where the highway descends into the Big Muddy 
Valley, watch for the distinctive rock-filled wire mesh fence posts on the west side of the road that mark the 
entrance into Castle Butte. 
- If you do go into Castle Butte, you can also continue past the butte to where the road that climbs out of the 
valley for a panoramic view of the badlands.  
- After Castle Butte, return the way you came back to Highway 34. 
 -On Highway 34 ride south to the junction with Highway 18 (about 17KM).  
- Turn west on Highway 18 and go 1.6 KM to the Big Beaver turn-off to the north. Ride into Big Beaver, and have 
a look around. In the old days it was the northern terminal of the old Outlaw Trail from the U.S. Stop in and check 
out Aust’s General Store and maybe have a soda. Their motto is “If We Don’t Have It, You Don’t Need it.” It’s an 
amazing old time general store. 
- Return to Highway 18 and ride west on Highway18 to the junction with Highway 36. Here you have the option 
to ride north on 36 to Willow Bunch, or continue on 18 west to Rockglen.  
- If you ride to Rockglen, turn north there on Highway 2 to return to Assiniboia (54KM). On the way back to 
Assiniboia you could also make the short side trip into Saint Victor and the Petroglyphs (12 KM). 
- If you choose to go to Willow Bunch to check out the museum etc., from there go north on Highway 36 to the 
junction of 13 and then turn west to return to Assiniboia. 
 
 
Any of the loop routes could be done in the opposite direction they are written, so do them the direction, 
(and as much of them) as you want. You have the map – go have fun exploring.  
 
*If you are really adventurous, there is a gravel road  that wanders south and east from Harptree (east of Willow 
Bunch on the 705 grid road – see the map), through the heart of the Big Muddy Valley to Castle Butte. This is the 
most scenic road in the area, but some riders and bikes might find the gravel intimidating, and its definitely not 
passable when wet. For details on this route, see the book “Saskatchewan Scenic Drives” by Robin and Arleen 
Karpan. If you want to try this route and don’t have the book, ask Doug for the directions. 
 

 
  


